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‘Some days you will be the light for others. Some
days you will need some light from them. As long
as there is light, there is hope and there is a way.’
This is the essence of Christmas. Gabriel the Angel
appeared before the shepherds and told them not
to be afraid as he brought good news. Shepherds
travelled to Bethlehem and saw baby Jesus lying
in the manger with Mary and Joseph. They praised
God for all they had heard and seen. Then the
wise men followed the star to Bethlehem until it
stopped over the place where the infant lay. They
didn’t go back to Herod and chose another path
while returning. This is the sweetness of Christmas.
When we meet the True Savior, there is hope and
new paths will be opened for us.

Our Holy Communion starts with the following
prayer :
In Your Light, we see the light, Jesus, full of light.

It’s Your Light that shines upon our world, light
our minds.

May Your Light reveal the sin in our hearts.
As we humbly pray, in spirit and truth

Each word in this prayer represents the power of
light in our life. Light is used as a representation of
God in the Bible. When God created this beautiful
world, there was darkness everywhere and He
created light to remove the darkness.
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In the Old Testament too, the angel of the Lord
appeared to Moses in a blazing fire within a bush,
emphasising the importance of light. Isaiah speaks
of Christ’s birth in Chapter 9 Verse 2, saying ‘The
people walking in darkness have seen a great
light; on those living in the land of deep darkness a
light has dawned.’ Jesus himself said that I am the
light of the world. 1 Peter 2:9 reads, ‘But you are a
chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
God’s special possession that you may declare the
praises of him who called you out of darkness
into his wonderful light.” Thus throughout the
Bible, light is referred to as a symbol of holiness,
hope, goodness, knowledge, grace and revelation.
Remember, God is not a kind of light, he is the
light itself.

The Lord is my light

Christmas is the festival of lights. We decorate our
homes with stars and fairy lights to proclaim the
good news: ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news
that will cause great joy for all the people. Today
in the town of David, a Savior has been born to
you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.’

Infant Jesus and the star are the highlights of
Christmas. The star guided the three wise men
to the manger. Later on, the baby who is the true
light became a guide for many that followed him.
As Psalm 27 says, ‘The Lord is my light’.



And His light changed the world. We all were
created in his image and likeness. He put His light
in our hearts. When we grew up, so did the light.
Our hearts shine brightly when we express love,
kindness and forgiveness.

Light has a characteristic called reflection. Let us
be the reflectors, to reflect the light and joy to those
who are still in darkness. This Christmas beckons
you to reflect your light. The world needs it. The
purpose of Christmas is to be a torchbearer and
as Ella Fitzgerald’s song says, ‘Brighten the corner
where you are’. Every Christmas is a wake-up call
to prepare ourselves to shine and welcome the
New Year.

New Year: A wake-up call to the light

We all set up alarms before going to bed. Its
purpose is to wake us up on time and complete
our duties before welcoming a new day into our
life. Each morning lends us a ray of hope - a hope
of freedom, a hope of happiness and a hope of
fellowship.

The famous Sanskrit chant goes — “Tamaso Ma
Jyotir Gamaya (Lead us from darkness to light).
Lightis hope. Hope is what we need when we start
a New Year. Hope gives us strength, wisdom and
goodness to face the problems that we are going
to encounter. Each New Year is an opportunity to
walk into the truth that we find during Christmas.
The Truth is Light and the Light is Christ. So, every
New Year is a wake-up call to start our journey
towards Christ.

The journey of Saul to Damascus

We are aware of the life of Saul in Tarsus. In
Acts of the Apostles Chapter 9, we can see the
journey of Saul (Paul, the Apostle) to Damascus to
torture the followers of Christ. When he came near
Damascus, a light shone around him from Heaven.
The Verse 3 says, ‘And as he journeyed, he came

near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round
about him a light from heaven.” A conversation
was happening between Saul and the Light. The
Light was Lord itself. Later in Verse 6, the Lord
told Saul, “Arise and go into the city and you will
be told what you must do”.

Jesus’ first appearance before Saul to show that
he is alive was through light. He who went out to
kill Christians became their protector. Such is the
power of light. Light reveals everything; shows a
clear path; provides guidance; gives meaning to
life and transforms a person completely. The next
phase of Saul’s life is his journey towards the light
he saw. He came out from the darkness. Remember,
when you experience darkness it’s important to
have hope in your heart - to see the light beyond
the darkness.

You can be a source of light too by bringing hope
to others. The birth of Jesus Christ was not just
the fulfillment of prophecies, it was the birth of
a new dawn.

The choice before us

Many Christians believe the star was a miraculous
sign. But being a star is a challenge. Do you wish
to become a star?

The star not only showed the way to the manger
but also made Herod and the chief priests aware
that the Messiah had come, a far greater King than
Herod. Thus star reveals a truth. Therefore, it is our
duty to preserve the light that has dawned on us.

New Year gives new hope. The light shone by
Christmas can keep these hopes alive. Our prayers,
fellowships and actions will prepare us to share
Christ’s light. You are the light of the world. It is
the time to let your light shine.

Remember this light is not only for Christmas or
for one day, it will last forevere
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The time has come
for you to wake up
from your sleep...

“You must do this, because you knew that the time
has come for you to wake up from your sleep. For
the moment when we will be saved is closer now
than it was when we first believed ” Romans 13:
11. Finally the calendar has flipped and we have
begun a magnificent New Year. The past year 2022
—where we experienced a rollercoaster of emotions
- with its mix of joys and sorrows, goals met and
goals missed, relationships met and relationships
lost- is behind us.

What is left with us is reality of today and a hope
for tomorrow. For many, New Year is just another
holiday to spend with friends, family. For others,
it’s deep reflection, both on the past year and on
the one ahead. But for us, followers of Jesus Christ,
TIME is a gift from God Almighty. It’s wakeup
call for us to forget about the darkness and look
forward to the eternal light that will guide us to
eternity.

John’s gospel, talks about how light represents
the good and darkness represents the evil. It also
talks how light will take over darkness to matter
what. Sometimes it is hard to explain what light
is! For example, John 3: 19- 21 it talks about “ If
someone believes the darkness their work will be
evil and non existent. If someone believes in the
light, their work can be seen to God”. It's talking
about people’s personality how if someone is evil

Andrew M. Idichandy
St. John's MTC, Thalavady

or believe in the darkness. Their faith will be evil
and God won’t see any good of that person’s faith.
If someone is good or believe in the light, God will
see the good things that they do for others because
they have alot of faith. Choosing the path of light
and staying back in the darkness means either
choose Jesus or reject Jesus respectively.

Created in the image of God

In reading the holy Bible, it is very clear that
God did not abolish darkness at creation. God
added light. But for many, darkness symbolizes
all that is negative, evil and fearful. God gave
equal importance and prominence to darkness
and light and all life, including human, life begins
and develops in the dark. It is significant that at
some point man choose darkness over the eternal
light. Genesis 1: 27, make it clear that “God created
man in his own image”... this scriptural passage
does not mean that God is in the human form, but
rather, that human are in the image of God in their
moral, spiritual, intellectual nature. Since we are
made in the image of God, we are all born with
abundant goodness. Humans differ from all other
creatures because of their rational structure- their
capacity for deliberation and free decision making.
This freedom gives human a centeredness and
completeness which allows the possibility for self
actualization and participation in a sacred reality.
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However, this same freedom which manifest man
in estrangement from God.

Choosing Jesus Or Rejecting Jesus.

In John 1:19- 23, it talks about how John had to
prove himself that Jesus is the light. Some people
do believe and some people don’t believe him. In
John 1:29-34, John didn’t believe that Jesus is the
son of God, but he believed there is someone who
is ranked higher than him. He didn’t think it was
Jesus. Until Jesus, said he was the spirit coming
down. In John 6:60-71, a lot of Jesus’s disciples
didn’t accept Jesus so they return back to their
normal life. Even Jesus knew they didn’t believe
in him from the start. Only Simon Peter believes
in Jesus because Jesus has the guidance to eternal
life so he stayed with Jesus.

To live in light means to live in faith and holiness

To live in light means to live in faith and holiness
for that we must believe in God. The believers must
do live in the light is to produce fruit consistent
with light namely goodness, righteousness and
truth. “ For it is light that makes everything visible
...” To live in trust and faith, one must believe in
God as David believed in God. In Psalm 27:1 it says
that, “ The lord is my light and my salvation; whom
shall I fear? The lord is the stronghold of my life;
of whom shall I be afraid...” Penned in a time of
distress, David reaffirms his faith in his God by
doing so he is strengthening himself by the strength
of God. By having trust in the Lord, he has seen first
hand on many occasions the faithfulness of God
towards those whose hearts are fully devoted to
him. God helped him slay the lion when his sheep
were under threat (1 Samuel 17:37). God helped
him slay the gaint who defined God’s armies, the

philistines and all other oppositions.

The only true threat to David was his own
weakness. For Christian, we have such a hope that
we can trust our God in any circumstance. When
times are good, we can thank God and trust him
to always protect us and provide us with what we
need, just remember what we have now is the grace
of God to bless the work of our own hands. When
times are difficult, we thank God, we trust in him
who is sovereign and does absolutely everything
for our good.

When we are in need, the Lord is our salvation,
when we are full of his abundant blessing, the lord
is still our salvation. God has promised to bless us,
we have only to look to him in faith. One thing we
must not do, is fear, for “ the Lord is the stronghold
of my life...” God knows everything we are doing
every now and then. He knows the best way to
handle every situation so we get the best possible
outcome and we need to trust him with that. We
need to follow his path and trust that he knows
best, because he does. But you and I have to keep
in mind is, without faith or without doing our part,
we couldn’t expect that things would turn out all
right for us no matter what the situation might be.
Faith is as important as the air we breathe. While
the oxygen in the air nourishes the body, similarly
faith nourishes the heart and the soul.

Paul clearly calls for Christians to preach to those
who are asleep. The actions and words of Christians
should speak to unbelievers — encouraging them
to repent and follow Christ. He did encouraged to
speak to unbelievers but also to believers, as there
are many believers living a lifestyle of darkness,
who need to repent. So encourage oneself to live
in the path of light leading to eternal life o
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Late Prof. V. Titus Varghese Memorial Fund
APPLICATIONS INVITED FOR SCHOLARSHIP

Applications invited for financial assistance for the following causes:

1. Support to individual scholars who undertake biographic research into the lives and witness of Mar Thoma
Church Metropolitans.

2. Support to Post Graduate/PhD students pursuing value - adding research into the history of Mar Thoma
Church.

The application with required particulars should reach the Sabha Secretary, Mar Thoma Sabha Office, Thiruvalla,

Kerala - 689101, before January 31, 2023. Applications should contain bio-data, details of institutions where

studies/work are being pursued. Attach the first page of the Bank Passhook of the applicant.

Rev. C.V. Symon, Sabha Secretary
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CHRISTUKULA MISSION INSTITUTIONS FOR EDUCATION

Mahadeva P.0, Patheri, Satna, Madhya Pradesh — 485001.
Managed by the: MAR THOMA EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION, THIRUVALLA

CHRISTUKULA MISSION HIGHER SECONDARY SCHOOL (Estd. 1966)
A Co-Educational School, affiliated to CISCE, New Delhi from Classes 1 to 12.

School Correspondence for

EANTED ENGLISH, PHYSICS, CHEMISTRY, submitting Application:

TRAINED B N N YR AL ne  Mob: 6265325720, 9301305838

TEACHERS FOR email: ckm_s@yahoo.co.in

CHRISTUKULA MISSION ENGLISH MEDIUM DEGREE COLLEGE (Co-Education)
& CHRISTUKULA MISSION B. Ed COLLEGE

(Affiliated to Awadesh Pratap Singh (APS) University, Rewa, Madhya Pradesh)
Established as Golden Jubilee Projects of the Christukula Mission Higher Secondary School in 2016 - 2017.
UG COURSES: BBA, BCA, B. Com Honours/Economics/Computer Applications,
B. Sc (Microbiology-Biotechnology-Chemistry),
B. Sc (Physics-Chemistry-Maths), B.A (English-History-Philosophy)
PG COURSES: M. Com — Management/Accountancy/Commerce, B. Ed: Two-Year Course

Requirement for Post of Principal & Asst. Professor
As per UGC Guidelines and NCTE norms, we need faculty to teach in the
B.Ed. College in the disciplines of: Science & its Pedagogy, Social Sciences & its Pedagogy

Candidates applying for the post of Principal must have College Correspondence for Admission & Job Application:
Ph.D. in Education along with M.Ed. and Mob: 9755729130 (Degree) / 7509821500 (B.Ed. College)
minimum qualification for Asst. Professor is M.Ed. email: ckm_c2016@yahoo.com

Promoted By CHRISTU BANDHU KULAM ASHRAM. SATNA (Estd.1952)
« Serene Atmosphere with Natural Landscape ¢ Christian Community & Prayer Fellowships
* Ashram Hostel for Women and Quarters for Men Staff along with Mess facility « Integrated Farming & Livestock Rearing
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