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is the Word of God that points us to the
God of the Word, we believe that God

- has spoken in history and the Bible is

the authoritative deposit of that word for all time

Francis Bacon the 15th-century  English
Renaissance statesman and philosopher, best
known for his promotion of the scientific method
said: “There are two books laid before us to study, to
prevent us from falling into error: first the volume
of the Scriptures, which reveal the will of God; then
the volume of the creation, which expresses His
power.”

Listening to the word once a year is a pilgrimage
for millions of people at the Maramon Convention

I can still feel the cool breeze hit the back of my
neck as I got into the seat of already crowded bus.
The atmosphere was brimming with excitement.
At 19, I was riddled with curiosity, excited to finally
experience what my peers and my family had
been discussing for the better part of two months.
Teeming with youthful ideologies and a vague
grasp of biblical truths, I joined in the praise and
worship that occurred for most four hours journey
to Maramon.

There are moments in life you realize as poignant,
which seal the foundation of your faith. My
very first trip to the Maramon Convention was a
powerful experience which included eight days of
bold preaching and amazing worship. “My eyes
still remember the wonder of seeing the riverbed

e
Word of God

An Accelerator & a Brake

Rajan George
Carmel Mar Thoma Church, Boston

venue, the throngs of people, the small pavilion
for mothers and babies, the exuberant voices of
the choir, the crowded stalls of various Marthoma
organizations and seeing all the Bishops together
on the stage”. Some of the greatest thought leaders,
church officials, communicators and educated
young minds like mine all under one roof.

In today’s world, driven by distraction and
technology, the biblical truths regarding the Word
of God that I learned more than forty years ago
still remain true. The foundation of faith comes
from understanding the Bible and having a daily
spiritual discipline in reading and understanding
the Word of God. God has not left us to wonder
about what he is like and what is required from us.
The Bible shows us God’s character and provides
us God’s revelation of himself to his people and his
plan for salvation. The Bible is the means by which
the Spirit of God confronts a lost man with his sinful
nature and draws him to a restored relationship
to God through Jesus Christ. 2 Timothy 3:16-17
states that the Bible is “profitable for teaching,
for reproof, for correction and for training in
righteousness.” Understanding, and reflecting on
the Word of God equips us for our day to day lives.
The Maramon leaders’ stories resonated so much
because the Bible stories that they were speaking
about dealt with universal human themes like love,
hope, fear and worry. Reading the Bible expands
our perspectives and attending a faith convention
reorients us back to what is important.
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Though it has been more than forty years since
my first Maramon Convention, the events that
transpired, the foundations of faith that I learned
are still etched in my memory. If we are to live the
life that God designed for us, we must get back to
the root of the Word for us to thrive. We must pause
against the pace of our technology driven life, pick
up our Bibles, and have God’s Word wash over us.
As a result, we’ll begin to see the world through
a new lens, one colored with hope and optimism.
Whatever you're fraught with, let the prevailing
stories of the Bible clarify better what you're going
through.

Karl Barth (1886-1968), Swiss Reformed Protestant
and arguably the greatest theologian of the last two
centuries was a prolific author who is most well-
known for his commentary on The Epistle to the
Romans, He wrote “Take your Bible and take your
newspaper and read both. Read broadly. Value
truth, be compassionate when you share it”.

Word of God is an accelerator and a brake. The
phrase is borrowed from Indira Nooyi, former CEO
of Pepsi, who travelled from childhood in India
to the top job in America, the highest position

beyond her dreams. Her new memoir “My Life in
Full” credits her mother and grandparents for her
success.” Dream as much you want. We are never
going to stop you based on your gender. We want
you stand on your own feet. Our investment is in
your education”

She remembers her mother had one foot on the
accelerator and one foot on the brake .

“Go wherever you want to be, because I couldn’t
be that one” on other hand the society told her that
she was a girl and you’ve got to her get married off.
Her mother would consistently alternate between
the two. Her mother told her “It is okay that the
company gave you a crown. But leave that crown
and the company when you come home”.

The Word is an accelerator and a brake, provides
warning for disobedience and promises reward
for obedience, with the greatest reward being God
Himself. It warns us when we stray from God’s
standard.

God’s Word is more desirable than gold and
sweeter than honey is because through it God
leads us to Himself o
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Mr. Johin T Mathews, Thalavady, who has been conferred Doctorate in Mechanical Engineering by the
prestigious Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Hyderabad. Jobin is the son of Mr. A C Thomas Attumalil,
Secretary of BSI Kuttanad Branch (Alappuzha Dist) & Mrs. Mariamma Thomas. Jobin T. Mathews is a
member of Thalavady Padinjarekkara MTC. Wife- Mrs. Sigy Varghese.

Rev. Sunil Mathew, Vicar

Rev. Thomas Mathew (Punnavely), Vicar

Mr. Thejas Gigy Thomas, S/0 Rev. Gigy Thomas and Mrs. Susan Gigy Thomas (Peedikayil Plammoottil
House, Kozhencherry, Vicar,M.T.C.,Thane) has completed his PhD in English Language and Literature
from Vellore Institute of Technology,(V.I.T) Vellore and was awarded with the doctorate degree on 26th
November, 2021. Currently he is working as an Assistant Professor in Hindustan University, Chennai.
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THE BIBLE SOCIETY OF INDIA

THE BIBLE SOCGIETY OF INDIA invites applications from residents of Kerala who are dynamic, result oriented,
enterprising and committed to the Bible Cause for the post of AUXILIARY SECRETARY FOR THE KERALA AUXILIARY.
The applicant should be an ordained person from an established Church who should also have completed BD/M.Th.
along with a secular University Degree from recognized and reputed Universities. He/She should have administrative
experience in a senior position in Churches/Christian Organizations. Extensive tour of entire Kerala State would be
involved. Candidates should be between 40 and 50 years of age and fluent in Malayalam and English. This post is
in the salary scale of Rs. 10800-680-17600-760-29000-840-37400. Additional allowances like DA - 90 % of basic,
CCA — Rs. 1500/-, Medical — Rs. 1700/- (Starting Salary approximately Rs. 30,000/-) and Children’s Allowance -
Rs. 1500/- per child for children upto the age of 21 years who are unmarried/unemployed will be paid. Residential
accommodation and a vehicle for official use will also be provided.

Age/Salary/Qualification will be relaxed in deserving cases

Application on plain paper with detailed resume including age, education, training, experience, salary now drawing
and expected, contact details, Church background etc., along with copies of certificates/testimonials, two reference
letters of which one should be from the Church Authority and a passport size photograph should be mailed to the
General Secretary, Bible Society of India, LOGOS, 206 Mahatma Gandhi Road, Bangalore 560 001 in a sealed
envelope superscribing “Application for the post of Auxiliary Secretary, Kerala Auxiliary” to reach him by February 28,
2022. Those who are presently working with Churches/Christian Organizations should apply with the endorsement
of the concerned Head of the Church/Organization only. Selected candidates need to undergo a thorough medical
examination at own cost in a hospital recommended by the BSI particularly to see if the appointees suffer from any
pre-existent iliness and whether she/he is fit to take up the position offered.
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Education in New Normal: Challenges and Possibilities ...An Experiential Journey Through the Present
Day Context, Published by St Thomas Institutions, Mysuru., Edited by Rev. Prakash Abraham.

Working havoc with all aspects of human life, Covid-19 has caused the field of education as well to
bear its brunt. Nevertheless, while facing the unprecedented situation, new possibilities have been
evolved in education in the New Normal. St Thomas Institutions, Mysuru, have brought out the pres-
ent volume that addresses contemporary realities in order to facilitate a life as close to the normal
under the circumstances. The volume is adorned with a Foreword by Most Rev Dr Theodosius Mar
Thoma Metropolitan and a Preface by Rt Rev Dr Mathews Mar Makarios Episcopa. It is the outcome of
symposia, webinars, panel discussions and staff colloquium. There are articles by notable educators
and teachers on the development of educational policies in post-independent India as well as the New
Education Policy 2020 that envisages sweeping changes in the coming years. Deeper learning, lateral Education in New
thinking, and adaptability are some of the issues dealt with. The online mode helps learners transcend

many a discriminating factor. Normal

Dr. Shiela Elizabeth Abraham  Rev. Prakash Abraham
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A Study of the role of civil society organisation in good governance with reference to Malappuram district,
Kerala. o) ©eaem Ol Q0 20@53. afle. ©INUO0 03003 DBEAQISIEIMIMIo MIH@ QALE@
afl.aof.fl. 6MS]. 2388639 HAVAF CMIAM 20GEOMII HSAUSIOMUFo MFAIER&HSM fl. 20MIVIW3HS
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Dr. Sonia Anna Zachariah was awarded Ph.D. under the faculty of Science from the Mahatma Gandhi University,
Kottayam. She was a research scholar in the field of Lichenology and has studied the diversity and distribution
of lichen community in the District of Pathanamthitta. She has to her credit 42 lichen species as new records
to the state of Kerala and two species new to India. Presently she is working as an Assistant Professor in the
department of Botany at the Mar Thoma College, Tiruvalla. She is the daughter of Rev. Zacharia John (Vicar,
Salem Mar Thoma Church, Vengal) and Mrs. Sophy Mary Zacharia, wife of Rev. Abraham C. Pulinthitta (Vicar,
St. Thomas Mar Thoma Church, Changanacherry) and mother of Likhita Suzaine Abraham.

Rev. K. E. Easow, Vicar
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