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Courtesy: j.rieger@vanderbilt.edu

Junior Assistant:

Malayalam & English DTP.
Age: Below 35 years

mteatvlaappln@gmail.com.

General Secretary

WANTED

Applications are invited from Marthomite candidates for the post of Junior Assistant in the office of Malabar Mar
Thoma Syrian Christian Evangelistic Association, Thiruvalla as specified below:

One permanent vacancy (12060-300-13260-340-14620-380-16140-420-17820-460-20120-500-20620)
Qualification: Any bachelors degree with adequate proficiency in English, Computer knowledge and experience in

Candidate with the above qualification and age limit may submit their applications along with copies of original
caertificates and testimonials from the respective Vicars so as to reach the General Secretary, Malabar Mar
Thoma Syrian Christian Evangelistic Association, Thiruvalla - 689101 on or before 31.10.2020 at 4 pm or by email
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INDIAN FAMILIES
UNDER COVID-19
PANDEMIC: UNSEEN
TRUTHS, UNHEARD
PAINS, SILENT CRIES

Dr. Joseph George
Professor, Dean, Division of Doctoral Studies,
United Theological College, Bangalore

I the current Covid 19 context, families

n and communities living in close proximity
encountered many different challenges in various
parts of the world. There are varying views how
covid-19 linked lockdown and forced live-in situations

of the family members. Many advocate that these
are good times for the families to spend quality time
and strengthen family relationships while there are
others who think that this situation increase stress in
families.

What is happening in Indian families is summarized
from a Manual published by NIHMANS (April, 2020)

with reference to Covid-19 management. Restrictions
on work and earnings, regulations on going out of
the house, regulations on small and large gatherings,
worship places are closed for months, anxiety about
food and medicine, uncertainty about unfinished
school and college final examinations, never ending
anxiety about reopening of educational institutions
for the next academic year, extreme anxiety and
helplessness among the seventh class kids when one
talks about online classes, fear about going to meet
the regular doctor for follow-up checkups, caring for
the elderly needing assistance, professional care for
the mentally ill, managing the household chores as the
domestic help is not permitted, and many confusing
bible studies and sermons on social media. This deals
with the mental, emotional, and physical wellbeing of
children, adolescents, adults, senior citizens, and all
needing special attention. Certainly, there are plenty
of reasons for feeling anxious and worrisome about
the future.

The Regulations and Standard Operating Procedures
(SOPs) Covid-19 control during the lockdown and
various unlock phases enforced strict control on

the families and the community at large. Faith
communities in India, including the Church, are forced
to bear the cost of Covid-19 with almost all normal
activities are disrupted. What is known as the ‘normal’
was disrupted and many scheduled activities had to
be cancelled. Religious and cultural gatherings were
banned. Social and family get-togethers were not
permitted. Celebrations were banned. Participants

in Engagements and wedding ceremonies were very
limited, even now. Death related rites and religious
services were not allowed in the initial phase, but
later with only 20 members in the funeral services.
When the normal got suspended without a warning
everyone felt life displaced, disrupted and disturbed.

Further, it is disturbing that the families who lost

the dear ones did not have the space and time to
experience the familiar mourning process; the process
of accompaniment during crisis disrupted; to sit

with friends and the community to share their pain;
extended family members are not in a position to visit
them; the members of the faith community was not
allowed to listen to their pain; missing comforting
words and actions on such occasions; and offering
prayers with the bereaved family was impossible

as people-to-people contact was restricted by the
lockdown. This would mean space for sharing their
loss, pain, helplessness and seeking comfort was
temporarily suspended which hampers mental and
emotional healing process as well as spiritual.

The media reports regarding the burials of persons
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with Covid-19 disease across the globe is saddening
and frightening. Mortuaries and funeral homes were
to the full capacity and beyond their management.
The Indian communities also encountered dilemmas
and controversies about the last rites of those died.
On many such occasions a honorable last rite was not
allowed. Families remember disposing the body by
following the protocol but without any respect for that
person lived. | concur with Jucier Goncalves Junior and
Leite Rolim Neto that these dead ones were deprived
of their respect and their families were robbed of
their right to say good by to the dear ones (Silent
Cries, Intensify the pain of the Life that is ending;...
frontiersin.org)

Families Stranded during the Lockdown:

The Indian community has heard the plight and
suffering of the migrants as well as their families who
were walking on their way back to their native places
due to the shutdown and facing hunger as there is no
work. Millions of migrant families were on the road
as there was no place to stay. Thousands of families
in India lived in anxiety and worry without knowing
when one of their family members employed abroad
can return home. The government of India and the
State governments helped in a big way to make their
return home possible. The waiting period for the
migrants in India or abroad without basic necessities
has been really painful periods. The worst painful part
of the scene is waiting for the food packet to arrive to
satisfy hunger each time.

Millions of families across India had to spent months
in waiting till a family member employed in another
State in India returned home. Students in College
education were the worst affected group as they had
to wait more than two months for a travel booking by
train or flight. A few of the students from North East
India stranded in Bangalore had faced cancellation of
their special trains or flight several times. This waiting
process increased their uncertainty and anxiety
making them feel helpless. Their families on the other
side even more worried about their children returned
home safe. Of course, expect them reach home
without coronavirus infected. Further, a research
study by Yourdosth, a professional counselling
platform, reveals that during the lockdown and Unlock
1.0 College students experienced higher level of
loneliness, anxiety, anger, and hopelessness (“College
Students’ Mental Health Worst Hit by the Coronavirus-
induced Lockdown: A Study.” The Economic Times,
29th August, 2020). Many factors are linked with this
negative emotional process, viz., forced to go back
home, final examinations were not held, process for
the new academic year in uncertainty, loss of friends
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in the College, missing the activities in the College,
mental and emotional disconnection with parents and
other family members, and the loss of freedom with
parents all around.

The media also reported families stranded in other
cities that planned to get better medical help for a
suffering member. The Hindu (April 25, 2020) reports
hundreds of families from West Bengal stranded in
Bangalore and finding extremely difficult to manage
as they had to pay for the hotel accommodation, hard
to find food service, local transportation unavailable,
the hospitals of their choice partially shut down, and

1

Many families across India are
terribly broken with many confusing
explanations about God, world,
iliness, and healing. The worst of
these is linking illness and death with
wrong doing and God’s punishment.

uncertain about when they can reach back home.
Thousands of families across India seeking medical
help from other cities had the similar experiences
of being stranded during the lockdown. These
experiences indicate the deeper level apprehension
and worry of these stranded ones forced to feeling
rejected, isolated, and helpless about their life
situation.

During the lockdown families were forced to spend
24/7 within the four walls. It is true that functional
families could create this as an opportunity for
strengthening family with additional quality time.
However, families with 8 adult members within

a two bedroom space were a big challenge and a
series of issues have propped up for mental health
professionals to deal with. There are reports and
academic papers published about increasing mental
and emotional stress that such families encountered.
These situations also report demoralizing and
dehumanizing impact on children, women, and other
vulnerable groups.

All the countries affected with the virus report the
following, as per the WHO report: physical abuse of
children on the increase; sexual abuse and assault

of children and teenagers on the increase; teenage
pregnancies increased; domestic violence on the
increase; spousal separation on the increase; sexual
violence in the family on the rise; deteriorating mental

health of senior citizens, and single parents. Maternity
and childcare system collapsed; the local clinics were
forced close for service; socially and economically
disadvantaged communities lost their health care
system; men and women and children living in the
streets had to suffer more in many ways.

Broken Spirit, Spiritual Bankruptcy during the
Pandemic:

Questions without answers:

A mother who lost her two years old son to Covid
asks, ‘where is God? She and her husband waited

for years with intensive fertility treatment to get this
child. She sobs and laments, asking God, what she did
wrong” Her Spirit is broken.

A mother of two children, working in one of the Gulf
countries, lost to Covid-19 and the family members
were not in the funeral. Her body was disposed
without showing much respect and dignity. Family
members asks, why God? The 10 and 8 years old kids
had no chance of seeing the funeral live, expect a few
photos. Their spirits are broken.

A doctor serving to save lives lost to Covid and he was
not given a respectable funeral. The members of his
family are shattered and their spirits broken.

Spiritual bankruptcy is visible when lay and
community leaders try to explain God in different
ways. Some think that they need to give an answer to
their agony. In this process they create theologies that
are not for healing and health but further breaking the
spirit of these broken ones.

Where is God is an oft-heard question during this
suffering time which is an indication of the depth of
the affliction.

In the midst of such massive death and destruction
many legitimate and reasonable questions, but
without instant answers. Some leaders in all faith
communities try to provide with instant answers to
these tough questions, but end up in un-theological
explanations. For example, some try to explain that
all these happenings are due to the wrath of God on
the wickedness of people. And initially some pastors
even attempted to advertise their gift of healing and
miracle cure for Covid-19. What else one need to
drift away from God and faith when such fake leaders
with false promises in suffering time? Many families
across India are terribly broken with many confusing
explanations about God, world, illness, and healing.
The worst of these is linking illness and death with
wrong doing and God’s punishment.

In the midst of such pandemic encounters there
may be many disturbing questions that bother
and bewilder. At times others ask us these tough

questions. Many kinds of questions, some have
answers, but some do not have answers. Questions
that link us with the root of our existence! These
questions are about covid-19 disease, symptoms of
the disease, why medicine failed, questions about
death, purpose and meaning of life and death, and
questions even about God. Theologies and spiritual
talks need to be focused on understanding God from
a larger theological framework which is helpful for
building up lives.

Ministry during Covid-19: Restoring Broken Lives and
Families

The church and faith communities had been engaged
with the suffering communities through their helping
actions. The steps taken by the church and other
communities in prevention of the coronavirus is
almost exemplary. The faith communities cooperated
fully with the government and non-government
agencies. Providing accommodation and food for the
stranded communities is a noble effort. This is the
first phase of the ministries during a pandemic — the
rescue and recovery is done.

The next phase is providing psychosocial and spiritual
support to help the broken persons and families to
restoration, healing, and wellbeing. In this context one
may explore insights and directions from psychological
theories and counselling practice. Space and time for
sharing the pain and agonies in a non-threatening
environment help with inner healing and restoration.
This process must include a phase in which the
suffering ones deal with their loss and pain in-depth
and able to accept the loss and resolve to move
forward.

Junior and Neto suggest the grieving and restoration
theory of Elizabeth Kubler-Ross for helping persons
and families suffering with loss and pain under
covid-19. The five-step process suggested by Kubler-
Ross is give space and time for the suffering ones to
deal with their loss and pain. The steps are denial,
anger, bargaining, depression, and finally the stage of
acceptance with the resolve to move forward (Silent
Cries, Intensify the Pain.....frontersin.org). Rituals of
accompaniment in crisis and grief is non-negotiable
viewing from a therapeutic perspective. Within the
structures of the new norm how these ritual processes
would be practiced is a major challenge. Face-to-face
interactions versus virtual process are in discussion at
the moment.

The abundant life that Jesus ushered is life in its
fullness. This is the urgency of mission and ministry
of the church today to restore the broken ones to
mental, physical, emotional, social, and spiritual
wellbeing.

DLIBHO MVRIMIVE: see 2020 BHESIENIA ‘ 17 ‘



@] Qfl3 0 IVEMIM) GUdaHo NSEEIHVMTIW

ag)Mes) @RRL20W MIeomo LIEla o) BB HalS
alg 0Sald> Qild:06lVSoW0)IM). @RE®I6SIalo @0
NIo, HAILNAE, ®10)2fl0q|88], al}®EWA], RALWOA,
@REmIm®”A, emwcalell (Neyveli) aganl osaled:8)6s
2NO@RIV)o HENZOWV0)aM). AUSBANIAUOYIN BO) DSAIE:
@OWMIM) Ha1Sal§ BSAUS. TVa0AlE:0CIRoW] 0al. G&R0
Maf af)o. GROMVaL @R2]M)ENBOWI0)IN). 66IBUB
D))o 5)S1G2J@MMOW0)aM) BAIMIVMBAUOMEBBS)0
DSAUHOIORI 0G) V0)(U0)aUHEB)o (HA1dGlafloaM®.
Glalo(0 eMEEBUS alledla] 10)(U0)aU)OS ag)Lld GO
Blogleno aloadalw] af) oGy (Voalee)a0wi]
©)aM). 2B M006NIV0 DSAlS QAUBHO ANTI®I®R0W
DSAIHWIV]0)IM). @RYHAUW], @RAWWIR MMEIOW
(aleBusBSleRles alydailaj@lsarloyam osale:@ow
©)aM) D). CMOMNEIWIRDAIS, @R, @RAL®OAE, aflam
0a]§ MOEINV MSEBHIT GV DSAUGGUE 0)al
9aJs0m aflam1s MsWOVITMI0)E:W)o HaITD).
aflB}0B10MVAI0R0W &H00YEBBUEES M)MB@M)EN0 M@V
(aIQIBODIEHIAM alll DSAUBHI0NEEBS)N)BS DSAlD,
oM ®). All3}0E50MVERAILIVINLI @RAIOYOS
(IUBOMEBBUBEE GAUNE GlAIOBNI0NOMo M@IB) QUMD
GO (G Yo (U0RLIBH)HW)ENME0W. M@3anLIndW
(B33 210362RS)OM AlBaHo MEAM MOLN ail3yo
BTV GH(BEBBUS @1RYO0ElHH)MMNIM) G(AIBNOAOMo
M@BBYBHW)o HaIT®). MOLNGAIO06M Qfl3Y0EYITV
o@D (aIIBCIHN)QIOM DIl DalG @) B>0L
221I5OMIO3 BHSMAUM®. B, @YOIFa)® TVIGRUI]
WO WWD:00A1OMIW (0. BB. M. MIAIBNIMY. oS,
WOMIMI0EHHIF MVIGBUTIW)0 HOAL.ag)o.MVl.ag). Bldel

‘ 18 ‘ DLIBHO MVRIMIVE: eee 2020 BHESIENIA

80dmw)es loess]lod

0|3IM
60S QS Mil8RIEs)

[ ] cc%}}' 0Ql. GAWI. GRIMIal AIRCOMICAD
s)Lco)oc%Joel‘Immo

HH0L! (aIIBOMBMIW] N100P)B1G ®IAMV]ajloyam
©0:00010MOW (0. af)M. CROBLE. MM, af)S®I
MIeBUBlVY0 af)o.@RB.af)al.0Ll (alR)el (alIGOmE:
MOV ©0:001EMOW (U0l MVl.ag)o. I®Y). ML,
WU0:000710MOW (Vo1. MVl ©2161WOMD. @RAIQ BRYOoE]a]
ailB3 0E{0IVMNIAIMEBU3 @Y GRGIAIWIGE (ald00d
G2 1)06BBSOIVIOMOAN (aIGUIElL)). @PAIG MILNGA
0)0 SHBOM{MMMIWID]GRIES HSMEIW]. @RAIO)
6S BHOLIGUMAHO DD TLN0AIMEBBUIL @RYG EMDYIo
M@0 af)M® B0} @YWL GOINWOVE)AM).
af)MO@3 MEBBBIOS BROMILHMINYODS BOLIGUdAHO
@RAIOYHS MUNIAIMEBBBIHS BM@ITRNIMo TVaOWA
221l6m1203 aBHQYS)ENHWo HHBAI0 BRAUHOHWELI00
DO B0la] MLOAIMEBOS GRMY(Na0RIHS] Mlel
DIAOm)SV)0 H2I0®). @RYBIOC MLOAIMo af)srilm]
©@0lod) e IRIVIGE @RYEoElEe)BHW)o @R CReILIVIGE
A8BMAUClS:V)0 H210®). MADIVITE @RYBEYRoW]
96(al0lg 26 IRIOIGE ag)at§oFls: af)TD GalCl@d ag)emil
MGy EHIEBE OBALISMoO HaIGIN@IM)o (lId
@OMo @RYOoElENMDIM)o MSWOW. ailadenoeIo
@R ¢aaIeIled mlam)o (vorL @@la] acla3)MNoMm W)
emlcaI$avlgl ad)a» Galdl@d B0} H6(al1aIg )emlcal$
gl @R ©oElay). (001, H&.aVl.el. AudWIMlea a0
wadezlem] ag)elaveniom @RE® @RANOS EM®y®Io
OGS, (007 af)M. 22082228 M08 all3yosomy
oM (U0EL2J®). M IMEAISIENSS @Y MNdaIMo
@R caaIeIdes EROIANM OaISlajo @B MG3en)an).
2)aMOACOM® BBV NAUSEAFIHg alelenIarum)
@] (aIUBODENMM CRWIWIBAISIENSS M)
80WI10)aM).

(00, Ml.ago. 2O®LAIEM OV MI&SIM @YOoRo
B)012J®. MOLNAeE™ Ail3§0E8§0MVMRNdAIMo (U1, V.
92101008 @R 00Ela|®OWV0YM). NI0oP)B Ea0ay
€03 CRRIRIVNM3 &M EEa YOO M) (U0l HaId]
@OR3 MVaOWAEAIMIWOSW)0 AGHHPWIo EM@LOI
1@ (a1 @20© Melvlcd HIVag” @AM @
&)B8 (alIBOm]2)A10)aM). D Ail3 {08 ITVAVNIaIM
BB8)0SOWE0 AIBAW)OS *LISERSEIE BRYERI02IM
@OLNo aflam)em M@3H)AI0M)o GlAldBNIA0Mo M@3
)Mo (al@larvawlepigeEBsEled (al0d@MNMWIOS
afladenielo M@S] HHWO A |S)OMAIIM)0 DSWOW
@30 HHBAINO TVGTL}AM). BRE®INSIa]o
@O Ea0ITVEHIGBS MAMHS @R VAOTING il
M (alAIBOMMEBURBHEE 00§33 EN@I®Io
M@3B)AUOMY0 MSVWOVEMORT HOBAUODOD BaOD®]
9a|S)Om)aM).

@AW MSAUBWOS 0)allBEMABIM EM®I®Io
M3H)UOM MSWOW]. A(BOMY DSAUBWIAOW] ERITW
9al3) H1SAVI0)aN H2IGlW MSAUBGHSIGE (2 10@@NMI
GCWIWEBBUS 0)alea|S)OMM@IM) MVOWlay). ABOMIHE
YU} UDE) GUdaHo MIEWON0 LIl &)6NBO U0
GElo MOAGAMIZN0 DSAIBWIGRISHIWI0)IM). SIS
Qil:06] o) U0}(U0)aUEVWIHSIjo MSAIGVHS @RE]
MO ODIENSS aBP) MVB)BHBIOS 2 NAMEIW)o OENBO
Qlo)aM). @Wo:00TEMOW &ENBO @B ag)aN Gal
013 @RC1We|SIYM (aI@RMI GlalyWwol. ail.eay).
a0lefleajom £@1Hs CMOIOIODIENSS oRB$)
M) 8)HB0WN0)IM) @RAL. ROBETNONND TVEWHS
OOMBNM GREIRIGSIORI All310810MV (alIBCMMEBBU3
B GAUENE] M0BEOMINRNI MVYAIEUH (alMoW) Mo Lo
SHMUM] MR (A1HI00 GRED GHOLICLISOMIT @OAN
@200 EMNOIIONIG OHIIUA 62IT@OVI0)IN)
(IQIBEmMo @RYOoEl2@). HIVOHHILFIVIOEI @O
6BBUD B)6NB0 YDIGEI0 MOBEAMINND EDSQUMW)NS DS
Qi MV LNoNEBUE @RYWVIYIM). GBYECMIWEIW 0Al.
ail.ag)o. 20O @23, OAL. af)o.aVl. 20611 @203
a)IAUB B3}NB0 @R2O0F HOLIGUAHo @RAISS
DSAIS AllE:0612000010)aM @RMUNLAOTMROW (0)
(U0)oH DU MBQYaOlH9)HWIENBOWS]. @REa|0U3 D
MB)B)HB)S 2Ll @B MIBQYaCle)H®)o M
M) B)BUBHH B30) BOMALISM DENBOSN) MG MSS
((VDBHO20Q BDOIODIG afBOa|S)HQ)0 O2IT®).
@R BY®YMIBQa06Mo a)3OD10lenMeAM) @E]
QIMBY GO, Wa0IEMIMB 20BEOMICRD HA(MIGa o]
@00 GIO)EAM] af)DaN B)MNOWIEEIHS Qlle:001V]
eIl EMIdWE MOHAD (alC®idho MIBEZUDla]
0)aM). ©OBAUOCMINM AlLl® Byal@IL)o SAlH
ROE@BB)HS MLJ MVaOBHOMOMILNo B0} ML] BOEM
22ISM 0)alNa]S)OMANM HSWOWVWD oGO0 MUEINIaH
GOMIS)H)S] BOBHN)MN). BOGMALISM aRldH0E(aI0W
200 al0qRIGFIOVS)ENMN@IM) LIEla] HOBAID: IV
#6900 MIE®IDo. alGHH, I @RYBYROWV] GBSO

S5O0l0O @R (WACMIOG AW OmILIV]0)aN)
a) M@)o (aITOOQISRIEM. af)MNOM3 aBEH0E](aI0W
(21000 BOEMALISM aldVIHH)AI0MD d)6NMBO Sl
M@HQ MVOB06Mo SHIGOEEMOEWINS MAGIHNAN).
08BAIM 0l BAN)EOB:06NB)A0(MA6EM) D (Um0 AR
2J® ag)a WO alOWIM @ FlW)o. BRECME
0)6S (AAONMDOS o flamEm DH6I0LOIG3 DN
DNOYM@)OEH06MBO6M @) BDMJANIGI alMOIOD
2)EAMOIG)CaldB)UIM af)M1Ee) VA LIl O ag)am)
al0Q)M@IT3 AUBHO TVEIDIHUMENE. 3 AlBaHo @RAIOS
U0)(UD)aH B2 ITGIM) GUdaHo GIOYAUMADANO0 DSAS
wleelss muneoago eiclay). 318°LINIs)@80w @)
QIMIal)0o MSAIS GREMEHO 210a|LNEBIS)H)S]
(2101312} QIGlE@O@0)aM). 210a]|eR&HeB8EI00 auI
D DSAUBGHSBOV] (a0 1§04 llomnMTIMSS @R)GEID
2IMHUWB BBOTVM af)alNTEHI0j0WIOS CM@ID®I
OOIO3 MSAMYOBIMNEI)IN MVAWAIWIOYIN) @R O).
woamealo M) Almo Aee almmy®aw]
&1SHN)ON BO) MSAUBOIV|0}aN) G1O)AUMANL)00
DSQIS. TVIONAD) DSAUBBU3 0)alldGlH0)aN (al(Bs]
QOIG3 @GREMH0 BRCNE:0 &1@@;08 alfl (al0aIudo
)S)QI0M DSVWOVD (Al &0 BOBHNIM). af)aNOTI
80) ®10)20MCEHIOLICHIN BeAGIBUBH6 TVIWIAO
el 1974 Awlavoenid 31-00 @1V G @R MSaIHWI3
alamio afoam alls@O &@alm eigla)). af)aflaies0
a]0 MLOXMEOEE GRENS)BOOaSTIMOLIV)aM)
@0(a 15000 QlSAOMIVW®. af)dNIG af)aflVEH0al0
MLOOMEOMES (BBl 2@IM) GUDaHO ag)M1H6)
Moo eIflaj® @10)aIMImal0o-0d:08lo B30
TLMOMIGRISE) MHMNWOW0)aM). @RAIlOS @RI
QIBUSHILI0 B(BIAVM o@)@@@&ﬂﬂommmﬂ D)UY
9a1Q)EMNI0U3 G10)AINIDal)0o MSAUSHWIOLI alda]el
HHB MO0 MSAUSHSHBIV] 0)alPa]S)OM)AMD 663
QI al@IE3 MVIWIROWVS]. @YUMo aldQ)d,
al0)O1a}00 EEMOM)GAIMS, MMBAEHIS HWOIUGEIO,
QL) MBNIS 1DIGLI0, Cald)BHNS ag)sRICGMAVA, HBW]
003 cB06ezed (SIMIG), @0 af)] af$) MSAlEE:S
@REEBOM®OEM 0)allBi®ROWVW®. G@REBOM aldQ)d
DSQUGHOW af®) TVIO(AD DSAUBGHSOW] afleeflay).
@R DSAUBHIGIGONIVT (2 I1AIBOW2jlo)IN @RHMXO,
(001,000 @RHEIWIW 2ICIW DSAIGGUD AV}AIGUNH
(Vo MVoRIOMINM &1F1LNSS 2100 ]|eN&HBOW)o
2laHBa01G3 W) HBOW)0 0)alDa]S). @RMEOOD aile
2MAlo @)SA(H2ATH0MEBBB)0 @R DSAUHHB)HS
ag)eloo @M1 AIATEH)o TVA(NRO®
al)GEONDIH6)0 MSVWIWT af)MEMIBOD HOBAODID
M O@Be)IM). D B:02103003 @R B(BOTVMOBTIG
(GRLOAOW aflel (AIMNIMEBBUS @1RYOoElHH) A
DSWOIVEMIBAM)0 HOBAUOGID TVIGIH)AM). af)2loo
06601001603 el dyal. allglajaim allvirS@ad.
06BAIOTIM) ME®I(@o.

0LIBHO MVRIMIVE: see 2020 BHESIENIA ‘ 19 ‘



B(WI.MZaNI8MIND MIMEMTMIMDI:

sdlnlmenrerimyo
QRN aIEDIM

(1jlelaldS3B:830

H 00l GAI. MI®Y) (WIMIQ®3
(630, Ml.agim.agmy. @loyaie))

@RIUMDl)Bo O. afflo. aflo. nlOMEH(Bo (21 6]g]
MIMmINNT 200 (nlBIn%6Mo (RI00 - 2)

¢RI IVIERIW MILINIIS)H:0d

GAWO. ©)a0IEMINB 2OBCOMIRI HA(MIGa LI
®0s aflwaMATIMEBU HOMWe|S HoeleISo
ME2)HS BOGIWIRNENZIAIIMo. E0)a M0 M)QIETEIHMY
a)@010@rLAl0 OMEIBRLOBINMG G@RYBald)G1W)
206MEel, @0)EAMIWOS B0RICRIS0. HOBAIKIMY
(@628 86500 MMMalaNIWI0HUB d)alo
BN HOLIN0M®). HeenIMilud allamnomlwasc
@O o@DV HONBOMENGHB)0 HIP21a]0S)dS)0
(alosnieljo ¢MS]. ©6ENIMIWB (aITUIRLAIW B)(aIGBUD
6BBgGIT3 MSAN NEAUAHEMAIOMEBBUS a)@)QllZemoMo
(a1B0Mo H21T®). BO)AUNOD NOTWIW BALMANo
20)QIOD MAIGIIVADIOD B0l HaemIey
33wMAaNo 0 (STVWCNE T 2008, 2flaW)es
AN O®EIEBO8WV)0 MBSHAG]a)). af)@:IORMIEHTD
(AIM00Mo  AVROMVE:LInIEBRUBEN)0 BV IMVEHLIAl
68BUB9)0 MAIBOMo MEis;). MEEBOM AL 2 llamo
WO0HHUS DLIMA0]a) BO) HILICLIS0, aldOMUY
mlagioano MAll®:0l8960 SRV B0) TVRWYOS
@RROO) MLIHGI6NE 2(®93¢q Pellomowes ailuolo
MM1eIal0S)B608 MIWIMIEn)E: TVI0ERIAIlE:A06M).
al920® @Pa96S TUIBElE9}AINEMI, a)®)}ROW
@00 [0S MEaUWIHN)QIEMI @0)CAMIEE HE1W)M0
olo)avlal ala®)es ®@DNTE O MIINOB06NE
al))2W)HOS MMBHOS TVI000018:@lH6)AUOMOIVIOYAM),
(I [0LIOMOW)HS (VdR0. BOBMNODIGE WOLND
Alas MM, Balo D@ al@IlnFieMAN@EM. V)X
AflLINOIG3 ROBEOMONND TVRBWHS MVIMIo @O
M MVAMIVOMIG @RUUCIMD6N).

avaa gemaaniclaayan amay

1976-£106M) @1O)AMIVOB:06NE BlAlo NG MIB)MN D).
GAIBAMIMHOCMaF] M@MAOW aflel HeMEOmEl)

‘ 20 ‘ D2IBHO MURIMIVE: eee 2020 BdHGSIENIA

&8 @AIOCI{lee)aN EAIBa)TVD 0 2101@00IS]2)
@13 o) )@ 0 ®)e2M] 02leeM® 1975-
106M. af)NBalGI2)AM) ALY (1 10WRYENE; 0001B)e,
200 SH IR, GWO. HAUBEMA OHLIB 2 ila] Bibleas
History agyam eniya03(Mmno @0)camlwes (vorL@Io3
90 |S)aMNO @REILICMIET- HeMIMISICRIN o)OT
9UWBB9IP 1B MEIS:)M (MO0, WBYEAM] af)LI®)
a): ‘GAIBaMIMBHOOMEN0l2] af)MBs B0) a)@IW
(180000 MEIB]; @D EAUBANIMIMS AUOVMENI)20W]
al®s1SEMeRAN QILll® @RY(NAOAIEM D AUV IVEO
EI00) of)daM DTIM) GlalGlaflajo).’

)W), AM)aULIQUSIWCHIM)CALNE] BOOMETISEL
80) MEdal®moallamla 9@ABMM aga:oamanoe wle
ANMO® aLIER0W] 21BIMOMIT DSo HHEENIOTIW
@osloaoiledaimun all@alelsensmeaam) @yalvoyeals
DANYM (aIWIMA(TN]ES ERWa] HOD af) DIV,
B0Llo 21NN B©) BOTVo MMI AO(RIHEMAT
830Q02l8e)H- 1976 @RV 26-0) (DG lemO
08I0 ©21Q)MMN@ HAVAIQoNIA 27-0). MEBBOHM GMI
B9)GMUIUT GENIOWIMOAI)0, TVBY DeMATGlHe)aM
80) aO@) ®10)camWHs MAlEUUDWIVTIIN).
@Ry amqI@3MmIMosm alluloaVAIN0W MlalnldS)Eu3
0)a19|S)INM)0 VOHAUSIBN)IMNM0. alOMIOYMati0
200 2)elEBsSlod @WHoImR0® B80) TVBWVIOS
2156051M8S1T3 S8®)6B] WIaN)eB:06ns, BEUM
@O MAl2I(BABEBSICRISE CMIFOW VLI
SFTM®)0 @RM)EBHIENBIE).

2036OMO220 AVRWIOS AlUDIONVOBAIDY O
80n))BUGOENE. DLIBOWNHE! l0OMIOYMIHOMW
MRW)HS BOVRIWIEIH6)EMIVWBEMEMN MATH:06mMBA
WMOO MVIVWoAIGl] AlWIITVENAIMYBHA6EM) @RO).
alnIW)Hs ®10EBRSIG3 OOHAIS)O 210100

B39)lajoam @D aglom aneIg)lationosslw alluoio
IVOOADIHONIH o NBAOHHOOMIE, GAI. VW)aOd
GMOM 20GEOMORRO. RO GRE] af)T TN 10 2JS)HH0M
MSHH0LIO aflel ®IQUWREBUWB Mmsmmealssleno
2@ 0TOMIWOS AiltdIdTVEH AI® & 6O
NILINA|SIOTMANTIED @R Dald:Gla)}88)0QIMO)
26Q00) 2101(@@OLNOB@N 0.

afluo1Te O (@ NDOAUCOMINS MR Tail2] TVEIATlMO
£O@OA @PWlH:2)enz00ilal ag)amosT aflTVeA
®0)6am] GRHABGN] 2] EREMINH]2)eB:0EMEWI0)IM).
‘a)oam MleImldeman ailudloave’ af)ammoo) sldeeal
DO @RWIOWo MOANWY6TE, BoGABS)o )0l ()d>3)o
af)M (VMOODI@3. AlUITVEOAI® B0 GEIDOBS]
GEISH ald06)0|GSNBMOEMN0 902 allvdimlafl
©)aM). HA(ICILNTMIW)OS BRYBIHILI0aIMNHOS
2100 QilkdMEOD EH(B1B:0l2 o0y~ 2/les @S]
qLOOMflvoIdaVEEBYE, 6103 QilKoIaV1He)aN), GPEY
M ®ail3y000 VIAUEHES0S. 60008 AlKIaVIHe))
af)MM aj M@0 M1aY0ailudIoMV(alR0EMEOMH6) O]
2))88 alom:sM). HAVAIMIG] @WLOAlBMIWIOIAM
SH0LI0) af) Y@ @ROYEIMOBWOo AOMIEIGS (almila]
&0l 000 alGla¥id:y®0)alnd6m, @ (OMONo. AY
©6N8) aj MM B6aB8)0 Qll3L0BmA] G300 IV)E:
gleno @AIRMG L 0MN)B:EleNe MSOMIW HITNHS)OS
ellalo o)a1ao6m. QUM EHMaN0MaV)B:EleNo
WQAURMAVEIASMEBBSILN0 A 16)EHS)HN)GIUIUD @310)
CAMIBE alH)ADHHOMMBOVIM® (SHlnd®)ail
Umocm(moﬂmg @RSITLOIM (A IAJEMEBBB)0 DLIH:0 TV
)OS HHAIMIBANMOEM). @RSITLOOMANWIOTVEEBUY
2f)DANIOSHWIHEMAN) EMOBN)&:: aldalo, OBH, (]
M)l &)Slw)88 oM, VB, GAIBAITM:0,
(BSIN®)20800, GWUDY(BIM®)AlOMEN)0la)8S
@npclale MaeS AlYeMlalon® Rlailmano.
ail6190v0- HHAUVWBG]BHBIMAN0 AVIMYaN]BHAIMAL)0
aflwPMOBIOR HOAUVWSG]BHAIMOOM HA(®IE |0
eflomo 9DaMlajo@)amens. MlalyoailwIdav(aInem
ODIM @0aH}0 2IAWVEE)EMIOUS, BR@IM) MEiBlw ¢o’ld
U0 ‘e68BU3 flvoImilenam)’ agianey, ‘6moad ailuoir]
®9YIM’ af)MMOEM. BH006Mo ®10}eam] saIslald
sololgme: (Gl ailvooavauile:osmalo (aleo
alMaljo Aly6Mlalo20Wdlenemo. @310)camlw)os
QBN HUB: (BN @I BWBH8 B0) Hald®)
Qi1 MV (AIREM AN DBB®). BR® BRYSMIal0AIWV
& B196) )0 aBQEIOWBHW)o GAleMo. BOIUBHE)
QB0 I020W MILIW)ENIB)MMND DM ag)aM GENIOWo
D6ENB0BIEMIOUB MO(@@O6NM. ‘M0 BHOMM) TV HH]
#9)am ailvoao Maes allaaavaWle:sS1e3 Me o
0B:HlB6) M MIWGHH6Mo. al)EIMMMIW HOBAI0
ME)6S BREWTLNIMO, &1609 JDOUDIME)REBBUY’ af)am
(211500 IMEOMINSWOEN), B0G2ABS)o &)0laf)drS)o
MVA@0AIMo OBHIBB)IMO).

ailwM OO MLORClE20MOOME)0)a] OB
GajorllOmO aBH0 GENIDWAIMIWI}aN); @loyEa]
QAUBOOCWHO DDAV OFTISIBZ@ TMVOD)aG1E20M
OOMEN 01206, HOHUVSMHMEIAN0 MVOB)aOlH
@®EeIaNo aldMal0al)@SHR0e6MAT) &0)@IW0)IM).
6UVB®] il KdIONOTNG3 &)S)685E] VI aOlE:200
MOOD @RAUNEILNMDIEMOS af)Bnoelaljo ailewo
Hlafloym). @ aV2)asldallin®g)es aille:or
OO gl (aI@NaI0G1Be)EMIOUE Ql§B@DIHHINENE:
(BN @MW 80) TVMOEmIE3 Rlafllenmal
@I6M. TVAAOOAD GRAINEM]2))OBH06MB)BS OBH
HAOMOAN HBHOENZAIM MVRIRLAOW RTAIM @A
2m)au0o200l WoloEmIL AUMENMD). ol
QOOMW)o MV AOHTNW)o @RAINEM2|)OEH6NS)BH
Klallmo qvowyeel’ (806225:8)0 )0laf)dr8)0). Qly
SMHB)OS AOMAVIANO0, PRISMEHBINS ©)aldaND0-
BTV HOBAUMITV (O OMIOEI OBHIMIELIAD)
QD319 O6ME WORHOBV)o MAMIWDa flee)d6m,
®0Y)EaM]. @OEB:06N306M) ‘MVIMaOlBMIMIWOS
(10021BM’ 0 @loycamlo® allevoala{lenamo.
0@ RIWHOIMBI® AVA)aN
nloelwlasiclmao® quayaoe- HB@IGajoellomo
)OS MLIAIMRW])M). HBIVG A TVIRAOlBWA
omo- ®0Y)EAMIBE aBH0 MOIMaloiMS8s Allaumo
o)) @O 0)CAMIWAS (alGNIDWMEEBS]Ll)o
0almd:glelo Mo (al®a0elen)s®)o aldoml
SIeNE. MUa0EmIeEal B)BnILINlE0N@BES0S)88 B>0)
@3 c23a|06 QilKdIMBAMODIINMY @MENIMD
@06M. E)RAIMBIM(AITLAIMAN0 BQ)o @R@I@3MIT)
0)al0032e 206N,

DEIBO TVRIMOOHVILNHS M) [0) AUGHUEINOTo SO
HSILNOS HA®IC PLITOmI MVEILMEEBOS @REIMo
GENIOWM §alT®). ‘DA(@IC|ESOMOWOS HOWY,
‘D0(®06a}0elomI MSAIBHRMEBOZW)0 2 YAMEIBHI
0o @ROIVILO)M® af)MEBBOM O6NEY alod®]
&B)eME0W0)am). M1M166)CAIMEIWIBS @RSEEBIOIN
@REINIEM 20 HOMBHB)OS ERANGWOOWIWIE)IM). Al
WV ERSICMOWVIG3 OOLPTIMOB:NBS (A IGENID
WMEEBSB0 @RYaOIOMEBS)R0V]0)aN), @RAL qVOM)
a0l mloesniowo @RAIVIE3 Mialatisnosm. Gloyeaa
LmeanowW@mgmg: ‘@BREME:AB6)0 GBAIAIWO (aIGWO
BMALOD B0) OHSIS0. @YPa1VHRICIBOE BV
2)BS)ANOIMSS B0) MLOLI! MAMOS DSQUGGHS)0
1881380 HAE1E:03 MSOMIBEISIM@IMI0 AMal
0200 aflel ale:006838)0S OaITENIVMBS HB:SIS
63BU3 MO(MAVEM. B0) ISAIS @R TLNLICINSS TV
@M. MVUE MVRVIWVIBlEDIMe2E1GS af)ailes audlm
021N, GRANHSWBS TVA)AOCADIS) ENITW
9a]SlGlenemo. @Y MVROOMIHG TV)6IB) 86 IEBS103
a198S)H6)MAIE0WIG1EHEMo  TVBI0WEEBBUB." af)(®
QAUYSOOEWIHSWOEN, ANlKIDIMEOG AVI2)AOIEH20

0LIBHO MVRIMIVE: see 2020 BHESIENIA ‘ 21 ‘



MOOD HA(MIGAILIDNI BIEMYANOGAN ENIBE)B>.
BO®B0ILN0BMNLERSIGIMINT @oe:a)meiesan
amom‘l@@@%, PA(®ICa|0LIOmIW)HS aqUe» el
AlOD]ENSFO), GRIOHOHO 0)aldTN0HA|SICYAN
830000 TRMWoEM. @O)EAM] alOATIG)ENSE: af)e]
969BAUIM(@0 CAUBANMIOGHOAMITIMIMN)0 2LIVOSA
¢MO02W@MIMM)o MEBI®IOBWIGMIMMY0 21d2] Al
#9120 0)alHa|SIOTNAN- B0} HOHWIGS
GAUBa M0N0 A0)HOHVIG AUGAMAIMa (@ Al0!
mm"l@1(mm@1m1m§ (OO (@20 (alald®o
eMSI® SaeIAY (AI®yVIT(@EOMIS)o G0}
camles allvIdaValERO® &0$ala]os aLoAIE]
BOYAMY6NE:

‘B0 MITVOOD EMAEIESINE® @RMIOM @RSl a3
©)o @a@?m@ @PSIMNOM (2 I206MEBBHS MDA IRV
@REHUailaf)al afloamewo, Ha5mlavemlod @rs
B101ele)M (HIMN®IVR0® MomIoTle:M1clo)o
O0WAL0 aNLIHHORIW 20ANEBBBIO3 MSa @3 QIO
M@ (@O DB IM@IMOLINEM). ald@HEO)aM@IM)
83 alls)o eRoell 62100 al=Rlalles)mamImss
LI IAN0 E)ETMEBBUIBE alClEn)M@IM)0 &S
BO)MTIM)0 ®EBBOS HFlalHe8 aild:mlaflenyam
@IM)BS ERAINVOAN0 HHAIBLIVAO0OIWAL0 (ag)2IonIo)
SWV)0) RAOAUB0WAEN. M@IOM Al!eNlE M ©0
ai(sano alyaAlolO)o (Hlv@Iwagl... ... NeR)es
£21010 0V220210468381@3 DD TVOMaSlHMIT M:)
#6) (010U BHMIHH00."~ af)(® QAUISGANO (A IOCWO
Slanmoem, ailoloVale20® MIelalds.
mlalailenss avomadlsalyaimudloloss@ioo Glaly
200 s8omyai®] (divine discontent) aneidomlaloyan).
20QODIMCAUMEIMBS B0a00 HA(ICJOLITOmO
)05 BEInIMSSTBDIM)o (alGIoWMEBBSIT3MmIan)o
Q10W192JS)E600. @RSIVATIEOAUTLOBHILIAD) AM)aHLO
Q00068800 MGUWIBHOSOIOMD@IO0 GOAMAV)
OB6ME AN (A IWOMA(THES @OWa] HOM)o, al(®
63BU3E6) (alMIRL1E:EeM@TIM MEiGIV®)o B0} (almi]
al06MAl0 HAIS]ajo BG:050@N)M@AOW GEIEIMANO
(@RsloamlooalTuA (aleiionimaloe allimls)o) aIcwo
S) GalBom) Qla] allaflammo 62 lgoanM@oa). mailes
OWIOHE TVIAN0 MOHUIDDIOWIGE Dald] MVEWHS
oMb, 00a(S1 WALHODENCla8s ailuldmy
2l0R0® MILInIIS)BB6M HAUSIAIEIM.
(210122153800 MOMING AU 1TVIR0

OGO @YW OCLBMDITB alDEOIOI® yaloem
03010 (alQI02 I8 I00MIOANAENE. aIDEOnCIMnI00
mIoyo Mlelaillenss@lom alail(@a0w] aldlos:Hles)
QIOM QAIYNDD® HIFYEMUIWB, (alQIdalds aldOMIOL0 Ml
aillenssllom ailadumocnd:200] Tualailesw.®)o
co0ilwlcelss AIFB:05)EW)o 21QaN). AGOTIM)
88103 MIaN)HE:06NMEIN MO AladUdlee)BW)o
O0)OM)HVY0 O21QE:. HOBAMNITIW)OS (alGALI0HS:

‘ 22 ‘ D2IBHO MURIMIVE: eee 2020 BdHGSIENIA

0W)IM), (2102 I@IA. (alldald:00sNiBo MRITEs)
GUOPIEN) MVRW)0 MVAJaNAI)o WOLAOMUAEEICW
GRIBY QIP)@Ea0NE. Wa0IEMOM 20BCOMIaR)
(@G 0LIOMOTE9) (a1QI0aldhaldOMIOYEOMISI
o)) @REIME 0. OISO (alQdaldn jMS®
HEBCBISOVN0)aMAUGLI, @0)EAMIHH) @ILIalI0)
G260 D620 ®).

(1Q10218:BBU0MOMIM AUBGMRIMBILIOD) (Al
GWHOWHENN HA(GIGOLIAMO &)Wy,
e)cmaﬂgﬂdai (0102 18:m0Q 21BI@@D368 MlBaladla] S
BalSENEB06M AIGCINAIME0L! HO(BTVMAUCMD®Y
@IOMIMYo @RAINY0 @RYAUWIOAM AllvolMlafleyam).
MEUMNSSIG3 M0(@o B8™)631]1 MIEISHIO®, ACDDO

1

006nMIOIW3AS (alErel0HEEIWIB3M},
(IO 20 MOM. (O 21 UBENIBO
MILIQENEMINLI6M MEW®Jo MAZaNNIZ0

@II0oMIAIS IO ERIES YOOI S:.
®3aN06MONM 20AEOMOA0
00(Me0e MOV ER] (alNI0als
al0RMIRJCMMISIWIR3M] @R EIR36jo.

GoeLRIGS]EN0 BSOISOM (alG2I0BMEASIQO (alQdal
@;e@uom(oroﬂmg QIOAITNVOBREM. @RO@IO) MEWOW
20001 ©2(@96a|0ellOmO AVIB:GlH)BW)0 IV,
@RYHHOWOMIM) 19108 B)alle6) MHSIGB aG®) Allat®
HOmER)Glajlo HA(@IGaOLITMOW S VIS 1WAV
08210 05)NB0WVI0)INY; @R AIFI®A0W] @RYANYiE:6]
B6)BHW)o H21VGI)IN). BRYW)MIH: GEIGEUMIS)BS
(n1QI02 IBIVEMBUO af)HANIO) (DMONENBELLD, G310)ED
ailo9). @1 (01300 @1 o NIVOE:OVIN} IORLL, HA®I
Gajoelomow)es Rlalmoaolm)e allvnavalonow ol
B1a10S)BU3E9)0 @OMCWOR{A6M; @RMIGMOA6M.
aIRailmosd06Ms)o BBUIMOeE:0MEY0 AlUIdTVAIO
20 MElnldS)E&U3eE:06M8)0 @08 &laila &oelealg
HTNW)o @I Y0Y(UD}aH 62 1T® TVROHV®)o (ald>0UD
26m1Qla] @)N(IBOAIMOEN), GALI. WIaOIEMOM MOA@
GOm0 HR(®ICa PLNOmI. ®I0)eaMlOW 630032uile)
m@lenes mloyeamloes eiglmane mmayano Blaiom
a2 Rlailmesveilvm)o aillvddMaload® mlel
al0S)BHO8W)0 Moo B0B221EE)aMN). BRAITEE )OI
GCOMENICBA0 (AITVAGIWENAN Moo @Bl jolw)am).
@RAIY B9 CAUME] MRIHSHIBBOMBS (alG2EmO6N
ALO MANHS MVAOMITNRENSHOS MVIBANBRISHNS;
969BMATIWIVIGE &yOE6)@OMIGEERIW AMEIVO
S MEMI(®2Bafleees.

ECUMENISM AND
THE NEW NORMAL

Dr. Gladson Jathanna

Senoir Lecturer in the department of History of Christianity,
the Pacific Theological College in Suva, Fiji Islands.

ovid-19 is challenging the normalcy of our faith,
Cpractices, and theologies, inviting us to creatively
imagine and consciously interrogate the new normal.
We should be mindful of the fact that ‘normal’ has
never worked for a majority of world’s population,
especially to the people in the margins for whom
‘normal’ has always been an imperial imposition.
Thus, it would be wrong and problematic to think
that the ‘new normal’ is a radical alternative to the
‘old normal’. Any attempt to normalise in the context
of our ecumenical imaginations is imperial and thus

goes against the spirit of redeemed oikoumene.
Therefore, what we need to reimagine today is not
a new ecumenical normal, rather a new ecumenical
paradigm in the face of pandemic that dares to
challenge the normalcy of our time.

Ecumenical communities around the world are
wrestling with the new normal and are creatively
re-imagining and re-defining what it means to be

the household of God in a context where we are
obliged to stay within the borders of our secluded
houses being inevitably homebound. In fact, the
pandemic has provided us an exceptional opportunity
to challenge the ‘old ecumenical normal’ which once
looked unquestionable, unbeatable and unalterable
because of its imperial and colonial roots. The old
ecumenical normal was grounded in the colonial
control of a unified code of Christianity. But thanks

to the pandemic, such colonial unifying code is going
out of control of the colonial/imperial ecumenical
networks. The fluidity of ecumenism is experienced
and celebrated more deeply during this pandemic
than ever before. However, the pandemic poses
newer challenges of growing fascism, colonialism and
clericalism, even in the midst of potential health crisis,
which should bother our ecumenical imaginations.
What does it mean to be the oikoumene of God in
such a time as this? The following are some of the re-
imaginations of the new ecumenical paradigm that we
may have to seriously ponder upon, especially in the
context of pandemic.

Celebration of Manyness as the New Ecumenical
Paradigm

The contemporary ecumenical discourse still faces

the problem of Christian kyriarchal use of the term
oikoumene. As Barbara Rossing reminds us that one
should not forget that “Christian ecumenical councils
historically have embraced hierarchical and centralized
models of unity in the oikoumene more along the lines
of...Roman rule — ‘organizing the whole oikoumene as
a single household’ — rather than models of unity that
respect plurality and cultural diversity.” It needs to be
remembered that the Roman emperors convened the
early ecumenical councils because they did not want
to allow difference or dissent in the oikoumene, but
to impose the imperial logic of oneness on all. Thus, in
order to re-imagine oikoumene today we must reject
the imperial logic of oneness. The ecumenical history
of the Roman Empire and of the modern Western
Christianity reminds us that those at the center
always tend to construct a single unified household

in which those at the margins are silenced under the
pretext of the logic of oneness. Identifying the logic

of oneness as an important crisis that the Ecumenical
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movement is facing today, Y.T. Vinayaraj proposes the
logic of manyness as an alternative imagination. He
argues that “the logic of manyness dismantles the
logic of oneness.” Realizing the possibility of the logic
of manyness, meaning an anarchical pluralism that
makes being together impossible, he affirms that it
does not promote an anarchical pluralism, because

it is an experience of ‘multiplicity’ which cannot be
substracted to One. This is very crucial in the context
of growing fascism in India and elsewhere that strives
to erase multiplicity and diversity in the name of unity
and oneness.

Decolonisation as Redeeming the Ecumenical Normal

The stories of ecumenical voyage in the Global South
are to be seen as the chronicles of decolonization,
where the churches in colonial contexts subverted

the imperial notion of oikoumene into a radical
instrument in challenging the empires. This needs to
be reclaimed today in the context of neo-colonialism
in our time. While addressing the ongoing colonisation
of the Pacific by the Western empires, the General
Secretary of the Pacific Conference of Churches,
James Bhagwan calls for ‘self-determination as the
new normal’ of ecumenism. He says that as we,
across the planet, reflect on the future of the post-
coronavirus world in the name of justice and peace,
we must ensure that the self-determination of Kanaky,
Maohi Nui and West Papua are included in the “new
normal.” Even in the post-colonial contexts the empire
of fascism, militarism, neo-liberalism still act as the
colonial forces haunting the very life of the multitude
in the margins. Ecumenism, in such contexts, needs

to act as an instrument of decolonisation, challenging
the colonising forces of our time.

Declericalisation as Dismantling the Old Ecclesial
Normal

The age of Covid-19 is seen as an age of the end of
clericalism. For centuries the life of the church has
been under priestly dominance. The inevitability of
virtual church in the face of novel corona virus has
threatened such clerical dominance. There has been
a healthy and serious ecumenical discussion on the
question of declericalising ‘sacred’ spaces during the
pandemic by entering into virtual church which is no
more clergy-centered. Addressing the fear of losing
the clerical control on the commoners in the age of
Covid-19, Nicolas Kazarian argues, “We find ourselves
paralyzed by these arguments at a time when we
need to rediscover the virtue of being and becoming
more apostolic. In other words, we are at risk of
trying to save the Church and Christianity rather than
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seeking our salvation in them. Our true priority is our
neighbour.” The Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew
also shares the same concern: “However, that which
is at stake is not our faith—it is the faithful. It is not
Christ—it is our Christians. It is not the divine-man—
but human beings.” Claudio Carvalhaes, the Brazilian
American theologian, published several articles on
clericalism, liturgy and worship in the context of the
pandemic which are widely used by the ecumenical
communities around the globe. For him, “And the
Word became connection” and we need to connect

virtually to celebrate our communion and community.

These ecumenical responses are the reminders to
the contemporary ecumenical movement to take

Ecumenism calls us to celebrate

the diversity of life in the midst of
uncertainty and fear of the future in
the context of Covid-19 by reclaiming
our faith in God who is diversified
and different, and to recreate
communities which are so diverse,
yet connected to each other and to
the divine.

the pandemic as an opportunity to be self-reflexive
of its clerical imperialism and thus strive to redeem
the church from clerical bondages by embracing
democratic virtual alter.

In conclusion, ecumenism calls us to celebrate the
diversity of life in the midst of uncertainty and fear
of the future in the context of Covid-19 by reclaiming
our faith in God who is diversified and different, and
to recreate communities which are so diverse, yet
connected to each other and to the divine. Affirming
life in multiplicity and manyness in the midst of
fascism, colonialism and clericalism is a daring act

of faith in and hope for a new ecumenical paradigm.
Such a new paradigm challenges the old normal that
erases diversity, and celebrates plurality, differences,
dissent and nonconformity even in the midst of
uncertainty.
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MAR THOMA COLLEGE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, AYUR
(Affiliated to the University of Kerala)

M.A. ENGLISH COURSE

The Higher Education Department of Kerala has sanctioned M.A. English course in Mar Thoma College
of Science and Technology, Chadayamangalam P.0., Ayur.

Prof. Dr. K. Danielkutty
Secretary
9446186757

Dr. Joseph Mathai
Principal
9387255515

WANTED CHIEF EXECUTIVE FOR DEEPALAYA

Deepalaya, a 41-year-old, leading non-government organisation of Delhi with all-India jurisdiction, active in
sectors like education, public health, institutional care, disability and women empowerment wants to recruit a

Chief Executive (CE).

The CE will be responsible for overseeing the overall functioning of the organisation. He or she will develop the
strategies and policies required to ensure that the organisation meets the goals set by the executive committee.
The organisation works on Christian principles of equity, charity and concern for the poor. It is, otherwise, a

secular organisation that employs 250 persons.

The GE will report to the Secretary of the organisation and attend executive committee meetings as an ex-officio
member. The selected candidate will monitor the organisation’s budget and financial activities. Such activities
include analysing the financial statements and reports. The GE will be responsible for complying with all government
regulations under the Income Tax Act, the Foreign Contributions Regulation Act and similar laws in force. One of
the main jobs of the GE will be to raise resources to run programmes, aligned with the organisational objectives.

The selected candidate should have skills in communication in both English and Hindi, problem-solving, leadership,
time management, decision-making and prioritisation and delegation of authority. More important is the ability

to take the whole team along.

The GE should be in the 40-50 age-group and have a postgraduate degree or diploma in social work or rural
management or business management. Experience of successfully running an NGO or executing a large project,
independently or under a CSR programme, will be given due weightage. Short-listed candidates will be asked to
prepare the dream project they want to implement in the social sector if they are chosen for the job. This will have

to be presented during the Interview. Salary is negotiable.

Applications, indicating the expected salary, should be sent by post to The Secretary and Chief Executive,
Deepalaya, 46, Institutional Area, D Block, Janakpuri, New Delhi - 110058 or electronically at ajphilip@deepalaya.

org before October 15, 2020.
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MBA@KBS

Quality Management Education with
International Exposure

Entire Tuition
Fee Refunded
if Not Placed

Admissions Open for few more Seats in Batch Il
Eligibility : Any Degree with 50% mark in aggregate

KOCHI BUSINESS SCHOOL

An Institution of The Mar Thoma Educational Society
Affiliated to M. G University, Kottayam & Approved by AICTE, New Delhi

Mobile: +91 7025259708, 99475 27073

Email : admissions@kbs.edu.in Web : www.kbs.edu.in

X

LEAD

KOCHI X
BUSINESS
SCHOOL 4

MULTIMEDIA UNIVERSITY
MALAYSIA

‘ 34 ‘ 0LIBHO MVRIMIVE: eee 2020 BHESIENIA




MALANKARA MAR THOMA SYRIAN CHURCH
LIST OF SABHA PRATHINIDHI MANDALAM MEMBERS 2020 - 2023

NO NAME PARISH ADDRESS

1445 | MR. LOUIS MATHEW MANNADI MAR THOMA CHURCH KALUVILAYATHIL MANNADY S.0 (PATHANAMTHITTA);

L446 | MR.K. K. VARUGHESE VILAYANTHOOR EBENEZER MAR THOMA CHURCH KIZHAKKEVEETTIL BUNGLOW COLLEGE ROAD PULAMON PO
L447 | MR. ALEXANDER A PLAPPALLY BETHEL MAR THOMA CHURCH ALEXBHAVAN  PLAPALLY P.0, KOTTARAKKARA

1448 | MR. ABRAHAM K. FARIDABAD ALL SAINTS MAR THOMA CHURCH 785-F, H.B COLONY SECTOR 21-D FARIDABAD

1449 | MR.T. M. JOHN NILGIRI MAR THOMA CHURCH COONOOR THEKKANAL 113 WOODSIDE APPLEBY ROAD WELLINGTON BAZAR PO
1450 | MR.K.J. RAJAN KOTTARA BETHEL MAR THOMA CHURCH CHERUKARA KUNNIL MELETHIL HOUSE KOTTAYA MEEYANNOOR PO
L451 | ADV. K. PONNACHAN KOTTARAKARA MAR THOMA CHURCH KIZHAKKETHIL NETAJI NAGAR-NO.9 KIZHAKKEKARA

1452 | MR.P.D. JOSHUA DELHI ST PETERS MAR THOMA CHURCH -16/B2 DILSHAD GARDEN DELHI

1453 | MR. DANIEL SCARIA NEW DELHI EBENEZER (VIKASPURI) MAR THOMA CHURCH | UG-02, RAINBOW APARTMENTS MANDIR MARG RZG-60 MAHAVIR ENCLAVE, PALAM
1454 | MR. CYRIL THOMAS JACOB MARTHAHALLY ST THOMAS MAR THOMA CHURCH FLAT 107, YD LOTUS APTS ASHIRWAD COLONY HORAMAVU MAIN ROAD
1455 | MR. VARGHESE JACOB GANDHI DHAM MAR THOMA CHURCH PLOT NO. 171, SECTOR-7 GANDHIDHAM KUTCH

1456 | MR. VARUGHESE BABU PLAVUNKAL | SYDNEY BETHEL MAR THOMA CHURCH 84 TURVEY STREET REVESBY NSW - 2212

L457 | MRS. SARA CHERRY PANICKER CANBERRA MAR THOMA CHURCH 74, WANDERER COURT AMAROO ACT-2914

1458 | MR. A.V VARGHESE NEW YORK ST ANDREWS MAR THOMA CHURCH 450 ELLEN DALE AVENUE PORTCHESTER NY 10573

1459 | MR. JOSE CHERIAN NEW YORK EBENEZER MAR THOMA CHURCH 21, MOUNT TOM ROAD NEW ROCHELLE NY-10805

1460 | MR. SAMKUTTY AYROOR CHAYAL MAR THOMA CHURCH AYYAKKAVIL HOUSE AYROOR NORTH S.0

1461 | MRS. SHEEBA MATHEW ERAMATHOOR BETHEL MAR THOMA CHURCH PAICKATTU ANGEL VILLA KUTTAMPEROOR P.0 MANNAR

1462 | MRS. ANNAMMA THOMAS PAZHAVANGADIKARA IMMANUEL MAR THOMA CHURCH | KURISUMMOOTTIL HOUSE KARIKULAM P.0 RANNI

1463 | MR.BINOY K POOYAPPALLY ST THOMAS MAR THOMA CHURCH NELLIVILA PUTHEN VEEDU POOYAPPALLY P.0 KOTTARAKKARA

L464

MRS. VERJEELIA SHAJI

POOYAPPALLY ST THOMAS MAR THOMA CHURCH

KALPAKA POOYAPPALLY P.0 KOTTARAKARA

L465

MRS. SUSAN JOHN

MANNAMARUTHI BETHEL MAR THOMA CHURCH

KOITHODATHU HOUSE MAKKAPPUZHA P.0 RANNY

L466

MR. ABIN THOMAS

MANNAMARUTHI BETHEL MAR THOMA CHURCH

KAITHAVANA CHELLACKADU P.0 RANNY

L467

MR. K. M. CHERIYAN

MANNARKADU JERUSALEM MAR THOMA CHURCH

KOCHUPARAMBIL HOUSE PERIMBADERI P.0 MANNARKKAD P.0

1468

MR. THOMAS DANIEL

CHOORIYODE BETHEL MAR THOMA CHURCH

ELIM ULLIL HOUSE PALLIKURUP P.0 PALACKAD

1469

MR. VARGHESE THOMAS

KOCHUKOIKAL TRINITY MAR THOMA CHURCH

MARUTHUMEPPURATHU KOCHUKOICKAL P.0 SEETHATHODU

L470

MR. BIJU THOMAS

KOLENCHERRY ST THOMAS MAR THOMA CHURCH

ARACKAL HOUSE THIRUVANIYOOR P.0 ERNAKULAM DIST.

L4T1

MR. Y. MATHEW

THUMPAMON BETHEL MAR THOMA CHURCH

KURUMTHOTTATHIL THUMPAMON THAZHOM P.0 PATHANAMTHITTA DIST.

L472 | MR. JACOB ABRAHAM CHAKKUVARAKKAL IMMANUEL MAR THOMA CHURCH | PANAMKUNNIL J.J VILLA CHAKKUVARAKKAL P.0 KOTTARAKKARA
1473 | MR. LIJO GEORGE VILLOOR SALEM MAR THOMA CHURCH VADAKKADATHU ANNS CHENGAMANADU P.0 KOTTARAKKARA
L474 | MRS, ANNIE MATHEW MYSORE MAR THOMA SYRIAN CHURCH DOOR NO. 181, 1-D CROSS NIVEDITHA NAGAR MYSORE

L475 | MRS. VALSAMMA JOSEPH BHILAI MAR THOMA CHURCH H.1.G -1, 337 BORSI, BHILAI DURG

L476 | MR. SAJAN JOHNSON LUCKNOW MAR THOMA CHURCH 4/471, VIVEK KHAND-4 GOMTI NAGAR LUCKNOW

L477 | ADV. THOMAS K NEW DELHI JERUSALEM MAR THOMA CHURCH 14.C, POCKET A.13 FORT VIEW APPT. KALKAJI EXTN.

L478 | MR. JOBY KATTAMPALLY MANNUR SALEM MAR THOMA CHURCH KEEZHOOTTU VEEDU THUDAYANNOOR P.0 KADACKAL (VIA)

L479 | MR. M. V. RAJU MANAKODU ST THOMAS MAR THOMA CHURCH MYLOLICAL HOUSE CHANNAPETTA P.0 MANACODU

1480 | MR. C. KURIEN CHERIAN HEBBAL JERUSALEM MAR THOMA CHURCH NO. 557, 17A 15T MAIN 6TH BLOCK, KORAMANGALA

1481 | MR. M. J. RAJU KARAMALA EBENEZER MAR THOMA CHURCH MOOZHICKAL HOUSE VALAKUZHY P.0 VENNIKKULAM

1482 | MR. SHIBU GEORGE EZHUMATTOOR ST THOMAS MAR THOMA CHURCH NJARAKKATTU HOUSE CHALAPPALLY P.0 MALLAPPALLY EAST
L483 | PROF. DR. JACOB GEORGE MALLAPPALLY | MALLAPPALLY MAR THOMA CHURCH PAYATTUKALAYIL HOUSE KEEZHVAIPUR P.0 THIRUVALLA

1484 | MR. GEORGE JOSEPH NANTHANCODE JERUSALEM MAR THOMA CHURCH 65 WATTS LANE NANTHANCODE KAWDIAR PO

1485 | MR. JOHNYKUTTY PAULOSE KALAMPALA ST THOMAS MAR THOMA CHURCH CHUTTIPPARA VEEDU KALANPALA KOTTANAD P

1486 | MR. BABY MATHEW T PALAKKAD ST THOMAS MAR THOMA CHURCH, THERADAPUZHA HOUSE 25 MYTHRI GARDENS KAZHCHAPARAMBU YAKKARA B.0

1487 | MR.P. M. GEORGE ERUVELLIPRA CHRISTOS MAR THOMA CHURCH SANJAY COTTAGE PUTHENPURAKAL KATTODE MANJADY P.0.
1488 | MRS. MERCY VETTIYAR SALEM MAR THOMA CHURCH KALLUMPURATHU KANAN MANKAMKUZHY P.0 MAVELIKKARA
1489 | MR. BlJU THOMAS THANNIKUNNU SEHION MAR THOMA CHURCH BIJU NIVAS CHUNAKKARA P.0 CHUNAKKARA NORTH

1490 | MR. RAMESHV DIBBURAHALLI BETHLAHAM MAR THOMA CHURCH (/0 BETHLAHEM MAR THOMA CHURCH DIBBURAHALLI DIBBURAHALLI P.0
L491 | MR. THOMAS MAMMEN LOS ANGELES HOREB MAR THOMA CHURCH 7886 BERNER STREET LONG BEACH CA 90808

1492 | MR. THOMAS MATHEW NEW YORK ST JOHNS MAR THOMA CHURCH 1498 FALMOUTH AVE NEW HYDE PARK NEW YORK-11040

1493 | MR. IDICHANDY MATHEW THANNITHODE BETHEL MAR THOMA CHURCH OLIPPATTU THANNITHODE P.0 KONNY

1494 | MR. CHERIAN VARGHESE THEKKUTHODE ST THOMAS MAR THOMA CHURCH KOODARATHIL THEKKUTHODE P.0 THANNITHODE

1495 | MR. ANEESH M.THOMAS NILAMBUR ST THOMAS MAR THOMA CHURCH MUTTUMANNIL HOUSE VX ROAD NILAMBUR P.0

1496 | MR. K. N. THOMAS KALLIMEL ST THOMAS MAR THOMA CHURCH SHARON VILLA KALLIMEL P.0 MAVELIKKARA

1497 | MR. JOSEPHK. G VALLITHODE SALEM KARUKAKUNNEL HOUSE KAPPATTUMALA P.0 THALAPUZHA (VIA)

1498 | MR. THOMAS ABRAHAM PUNNACKAD IMMANUEL MAR THOMA CHURCH KULATHUNGEL BETHEL PUNNACKADU P.0 KOZHENCHERRY
1499 | MR.ANITHAR. B VANDANNOOR CARMEL MAR THOMA CHURCH EDAVAMPARANBU MELE PUTHENVEEDU KURUKKANAVOOR PERUMPAZHUTHOOR P.0
1500 | MR.RAJUC PATTAZHY CHRISTOSE MAR THOMA CHURCH RAJIN BHAVAN THEKKETHERY P.0 PATTAZHY

Continued...
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